
 
 

Christmas 1997 
 
It is Saturday Morning, Dec 6th, and we have a light dusting of snow on the ground!  Just enough to 
remind me to get started on this letter.  Any kind of snow in Northeast Tennessee is an event to be 
noted, and this one seemingly so early makes us wonder what El Nino has in store for us for the rest of 
the year.  
 
Thinking back over 1997, we remember sorrows and joys.  My Mother died in May at the age of  84.  
This was a year and a half after suffering a rather severe stroke that took her ability to walk and to a 
large extent talk. We are thankful for the loving care she received at Riverview Manor, a nursing home 
in Wisconsin Rapids during that difficult time.  We loved her and miss her greatly.  
 
Joyce’s Mother is now 87 and due to the infirmities that come with those years, had to move from an 
assisted living home to that same nursing home in November.  She is an independent woman and has 
been on her own for many years, and it is hard for her to understand and accept the much more limited 
scope of her life that now exists.  We love her and our hearts ache for her, remembering how things 
used to be.   
 
But there is joy also!   On November 1st, daughter Lori and a fine gentleman by the name of Todd 
Marks were married.  Todd is also from Johnson City and the wedding was at the Piney Flats Baptist 
church not too many miles from here.  Todd and our son David were friends when they attended ETSU 
several years ago, and then for a year or so, they both worked at First Union bank in Charlotte, NC.  
When Lori and Todd became engaged in February the future was uncertain. Lori loved her job in 
Columbia SC, and Todd had a good job at the bank in Charlotte, two hours away.  After a few months 
and what seemed like several disappointments, Todd found an excellent opportunity at Policy 
Management Systems Corp. in Columbia. Then things moved rapidly. He started at PMSC in August, 
they bought a home in Columbia, and married in November! 
 
Last year I mentioned that we greatly enjoyed a one week vacation at Cape Hatteras, on the Outer Banks 
of North Carolina.    We enjoyed it so much that we stayed there two weeks this year. Lori spent one 
week with us, and Todd came up for the weekend.  Son David and his wife Linda came up for a few 
days also, so it was a nice time together.  This was in mid-October, and we were pushing our luck with 
the weather. The first week and a half was great - sunny days and temperatures in the low 80’s.  But 
then it turned cold and rainy getting down to 50. Next year we will go a month earlier.  
 
I believe that Joyce’s primary interest this year was helping with wedding plans, but caring for marine 
aquariums is still high on the list. We acquired another large tank for the living room during the year.  
She spends a lot of time monitoring water chemistry, cleaning rocks and coral, and changing water.  
But as a result of her efforts, they look great!   
 
I squeezed in a short, week and a half motorcycle trip to Texas this year.  Always wanted to ride across 
Texas on a motorcycle, and I thought waiting until September would provide ideal riding conditions. 
Not true.  Temperatures were still in the mid 90’s most afternoons.  One nice surprise was the  
Talimena Scenic Drive across southeastern Oklahoma and western Arkansas.  It was lots like the Blue 
Ridge Parkway here in North Carolina.   
 
We have seen the Lord’s hand at work in our lives in many ways during the year and are thankful for 
his help and guidance.  We sincerely hope that you and your family have a wonderful Holiday Season 
and a Joyous New Year.    


