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It is the first week in December, and there is no doubt about the approaching Holiday Season.  Even 
"down south" in Johnson City it has been cold with a dusting of snow early last week.   
 
As the years go, 1992 for us somewhat quiet and predictable, after several milestones in the previous year 
were passed.   
 
Last year at this time, David was about to graduate from ETSU and start a full time job at Dominion 
Bankshares in Roanoke. He did that in early January and for a time was working a lot of overtime helping 
install a new "Integrated Loan" program.  However, this fall it was announced that another bank had 
purchased Dominion, and the crash program he was working on came to a abrupt halt. At this point he is 
uncertain as to his future at Dominion.  Consolidation of services at Charlotte, NC will almost certainly 
occur, but details won't be known until March of next year.  On another note, Dave thoroughly enjoyed a 
trip to Arizona this summer to take part in Jeff Strand's wedding.  It was the first time he'd been that far 
west, and Jeff made sure that he saw the desert, cactus, and a good part of southern California close up!   
 
Lori is in her first semester of her Senior year at ETSU. Depending on responses from colleges she is 
applying to for completing her Physical Therapy degree, she may finish a four year degree in Biology here 
at ETSU, or may leave early to work directly on the Physical Therapy degree at another school.  She has 
been kept very busy during the past year with studies and work as a PT Technician at Healthsouth 
Rehabilitation in Kingsport.  Cutbacks at Healthsouth allowed more time recently for studies but she still 
seems awfully busy to me. She did work in a trip to Daytona for spring break and a few camping trips 
with friends over the summer, but much of the year was spent cracking the books.  
 
Joyce managed to fit in two trips last year to visit relatives in Wisconsin.  She surprised her Mother by 
appearing on the doorstep on Mother's Day, and then in August she and Lori drove up to Wisconsin for a 
week's visit.  The Mother's Day visit included driving up to Duluth and Silver Bay and visiting friends 
from the North Shore days.   Now she's busy as usual at K-mart during the holiday shopping season.  A 
new K-mart "super store" for Johnson City is still in the planning stage.  Some of the delay is tied to 
waiting for a new 4-lane highway interchange to be completed on the north side of Johnson City.   
 
Things are stabilizing somewhat at Siemens. (Siemens Industrial Automation bought the TI Division 
where I worked in Johnson City in October 1991.)  My position is the same - System Product Technical 
Support Manager . We have consolidated operations here in Johnson City and my boss moved down here 
from Chicago late in the summer. Engineering and Manufacturing operations are here in Johnson City 
while Sales, Marketing, and Corporate Headquarters are in Alpharetta (Atlanta), GA.  In general things 
have changed significantly from the TI culture and German management philosophies are becoming more 
evident.  The end result appears to be good  - Sales and booking forecasts for fiscal yr. 1992 were 
exceeded and costs were contained more than targeted.   What remained of the TI custom manufacturing 
operation in Johnson City has moved back to Texas, freeing up space in the main building. The extra 
space is good news for some of us. My group has been in temporary quarters for almost a year now.  We 
expect to move to permanent space in February 1993.   
 
This year's motorcycle trip stayed east of the Mississippi.  Except for a few brief training trips to 
Massachusetts while working for Reserve Mining, I had not been in the New England states, so this year's 
trip was in that direction.  Highlights included the coast of Maine, a ferry trip across the Bay of Fundy to 
Nova Scotia and one intense excursion into the heart of Old Quebec during rush hour.  Then a long loop 
through Ontario and upper Michigan with a brief two day visit to Silver Bay and a stop to see my Mother 
in Wisconsin on the way home to Tennessee.  I enjoyed immensely seeing all the new sights, but there is 
something about the open spaces of the American West that keeps memories of previous trips there in a 
favored place in my heart.  
 
We are again thankful for the blessings we have received during the year and look forward to what 1993 
will bring.  We sincerely hope that you and your family have a wonderful Holiday Season and a joyous 
New Year! 
 
 
 
 


